
 

 

3rd February 2022 

 
 

Author Visit – ‘Dave Steele’ 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We are delighted to announce that on Wednesday 9th February, author and poet, Dave Steele, will be 
visiting our academy to talk to the children about his work and share some of his stories and poems.  
  
Dave Steele is an award-winning poet, author, public speaker, singer, and advocate for the blind. He 
was diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) in 2014, which is a genetic eye condition that involves a 
breakdown and loss of cells in the retina. Some people retain some vision into their 50s, while others 
experience significant vision loss in early adulthood. Eventually, most people with RP will lose most of, 
or all of their sight.  
 
One of the pupils in our academy also has the same condition as Dave. The pupil and Dave have been 
in contact for a few months, and it is with thanks to the family that we have been able to arrange such 
a special event. It will also be the first time that the pupil shares their condition with the whole school. 
As a school community, we are really looking forward to understanding more about RP so that we can 
support our pupil and their family (or anyone else we might know with the same or similar condition that 
involves loss of sight). 
 
After the assembly, there will be an opportunity for the children to purchase a signed copy of one of 
Dave’s books, which are priced at £10.00 each. 
 
More information is available about Dave Steele and his work at https://theblindpoet.net/ 
 
Dave also has his own “Stand By Me RP” Facebook page, which has become one of the largest social 
media RP groups in the world.  
 
Dave’s mission through his poetic verse is “to help those who are being isolated by a condition that 
strips us of our independence, let them know that they aren’t alone, and help educate loved ones on 
how we feel,” and as a school community, we will do our best to achieve the same. 
 
We are really looking forward to an exciting and informative day! 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
 
Mrs L. Penny 
Head of Academy  

https://theblindpoet.net/

